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Encountering Silica Dust 
 
As an L&I Inspector, you may encounter uncontrolled silica dust during an inspection.  The 
information provided on the previous page of this Safety Talk will provide you with a basic 
understanding of silica dust and its risks.  
 
If silica dust is being created through grinding, chipping, drilling, cutting, etc., for your own 
protection ensure an appropriate control is in place, such as: 
 

 Local exhaust ventilation at the source 

 Dust collecting devices 

 Wet control methods 
 
A personal respirator worn by the employee creating the dust will not protect you or others in 
the area! 
 
If you observe uncontrolled silica dust at a worksite: 

 Stop the inspection and leave the site. 

 Advise that you will not complete the inspection while you are at risk of exposure to 
silica dust. 

 
If you are unsure if harmful silica dust is present, it is best to err on the side of caution.  Stop 
the inspection until more information is available or the situation has been remedied. 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT! 
 

If an incident occurs in which you are exposed to silica dust while on the job, report it to your 
supervisor.  He/she will then document the incident and take any other necessary steps.   

 

If you feel you have had a significant exposure you may also want to file a WorkSafeBC 
“information only” claim for record purposes. 

 

 
 
If you have any questions on this topic, please speak to your supervisor. 
 


